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Meeting al Yonkers Raceway June L5 19be-

The fir”t'ﬁeetln; soo's ulaco at 7. OO F. I. in the stables of Yonkers Racewsay
At this neeting weie present t“e drivers Alexandr Hirga, Petr Vasilievich, an
American interpretor, and myself. The American interpretor introduced me fo the
drivers . I asked Hirga to snow me the horse that e was going to race that night.
( this I said in Ukrainian) Hirga showed me the horze and said that-his name is
Granit. I complenmented the horse saying that it was a fine animal, thep.Hirga
asked me where I was from, I said that I was of Uktainian descent, and that my
parents were dorn in the Ukraine ( Western) At this his face lighted up.and he
said that he #® was born in Ukraine also, in the town of Lutsk., I asked him then
where he was living now he said in Mosc ow. Hirga asked me if I speak Ukrainian
with my friends, I answered that sometimes I do, He said that it was very important
that we kecp on speaking the national langaupge., He seehed-sincerely interested in
the lite of the Utrainian tumipration, éapeeiuly in the field of the Ukrainian
lonpnaves 1 bhen anked him how he wag enjoyins his Gtay iu the city;_hw raplied
Bl t ho weht sigchtsecing on Wednsday, but did not see enough of the,éity’tu form
au opinione He asked me what my parcents érc.doina, howvthey aro makinéva iiving?
I explained to him that they are both working and making-enough.moneymto send
me through college. He wanted to know where my father was working, I told th
that he was working on the railroad. He wanted to know when we came to Amerlca,
I told him 1% vears ago. At 7:30 the American interpretor stepped up tp us. Hirga
started to comﬁlain that the traffia probiem in New York is very big, he said that
in Moscow they hove less cars bul the city 46 much more beautiful._fhe interpretor"
asked me to leave bhecrnie the drivers were tenmed up beflore the fuée.;I naknd Hirra
how 1L.ny he was going to atay in the States, he 54id untill July 5 Then I aclzed
him if T could see Him after the race. le siad'ycs deflnltly. I wished him luck
and left. , : L ~ R
Twe second meeting took place after the race. ( the Soviet horses .took
the last two places) I went to the stable and there meet the two drivers, the Amer-
ican interpretor, the manager of the team and a stable hand from Moscbw,vwho”wag
called Tvan. I asked firen what went wrong wigh tle rncé, he éxplnined thﬁt the
Gorman horse pol in frong of bim and did not Jet him advauce to tha frcnf; and
hv'wwm tor cantunced to protest. Mdegn was vigibly dieturbed by the- outcame ot
the race and was nof in a talking mood. T asked him how he liked this traech nnd how
it compares-to the moscow Hippodrome K He siad that the Hlppodrome is much bigger
and that he was not used to such small trac&s. lega stepped away to do somethlng

to hnorse and the trainer started to talk to me.
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He asked me where I was frem, and what I do , 1 explained that I am a univem -
ity student. The trainer then asked where my parents are frome. I said , from
estern Ukraine., He sdad that he lives in Moscow, He also wanted to know what .
y parents are doing. and when they came to the United Stétes, T answered him “
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he same way I answereqd Hirga. The trainer gave an impression of being very
nterested in my answers to his questions. The drivers went to change and I was

eft alone with Ivan and the translator. Ivan cursed out the Serman driver

hen he nassed by, saying thcot because of that scoundral they lost the race,
iesides those remarks Ivar had nathing to saw except that he was from Foscow.
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Paring that scene the American translator agreed with Ivan about the nature

"o

f the German driver, ‘
‘hen the drivers returncd we went to dinner, ( Hirga; Vasilievich, the amer,
nterpretor and myself.) 't dinner the two drivers were too disgusted to.
alkR about anything very important , they discussed the race and the horses.
asked Hirga wherc he was staying, he said at a hotel not to far frdm the
‘ace track,( about one milce) then I asked him when they would race again,
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le =aid soretime next weok, After dinner they tulkod about the race again
I saw that Wirga did not want to talk about anything vlsce 1 decided to loave
it 11:30 U M, . o
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